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132 BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTICES 

What are the Middle Ages? By Godfrey Kurth. Authorized 
Translation from the seventh French edition by Rt. Rev. 
Victor Day. Huntington, Ind. : Our Sunday Visitor Press. 
Pp. 36. 

Monsignor Day, who has already given us a translation of 
Kurth's Eglise mix tournants de I' histoire, deserves unstinted 
gratitude for having placed another valuable opuscule within 
the reach of those who are unfamiliar with French. This little 
work on the Middle Ages covers the salient features of a period 
of history which is misunderstood and too often misinterpreted. 
Kurth proves very conclusively that "the current definition of 
the Middle Ages has created a misconception of the Middle 
Ages has created a misconception of the Middle Ages" and says 
that writers on the Middle Ages, as a rule, picture the period 
as a time of iniquities and ecclesiastical abominations. They 
assure us that there was no science and that the people were 
without schools, as it was to the interest of the Church to main- 
tain ignorance; that there was no intellectual effort, no philo- 
sophy, as all spontaneous mental activity was considered a sin 
against faith. 

Kurth disproves cogently that these charges are groundless 
and reviews briefly some of the fictions that have come 
to us through writers whose historical lucubrations are with- 
out value when tried in the crucible of criticism. 

This little work should find a place in every school library, 
and should be in the hands of students who are engaged in the 
task of trying to understand the Middle Ages as depicted by un- 
critical essayists and pseudo — historians. The cost of the 
brochure is trifling, only $7 per hundred copies. 

P. W. B. 



Why God Became Man. By Leslie J. Walker, S.J., M.A., New 
York: The Paulist Press. Pp. xi+164. 

It is no new theme that Father Walker is here discussing, 
even the title recalls at once St. Anselm's famous treatise, but 
the justification for this essay is found in the author's conten- 
tion that St. Anselm's solution was east in such a mold as to be 
"adapted to the mentality of the age in which he lived" (p. vi) 



